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A BARGE carrying a crane

and other equipment hitched
itselftothetoppledCostaCon-

cordia on Tuesday, signaling
the start ofpreliminaryopera-

tions to remove a half-million
gallons of fuel from the
grounded cruise ship before it
leaks into the pristine Tuscan

sea.
Actual pumping of the oil

isn’t expected to begin until
Saturday,butofficialsfromthe

Dutch shipwreck salvage firm
Smitwereworkingonthebow
of theConcordia onTuesday,
making preparations to re-
movethefuel.

Theywereatworkasdivers

locatedanotherbodyfromthe
wreckage, bringing the death
toll to16.

Officialshave identifiedan
initial six tanks that will be
tapped, located in a relatively
easy-to-reach area of the ship.
FrancoGabrielli, head of the
national civil protection
agency,toldreportersTuesday
that once the tanks are emp-
tied, 50 per cent of the fuel
aboard the shipwill havebeen
extracted.

Thepumpingwillcontinue
24 hours a day barring rough
seasortechnicalglitchesinthis
initialphase,hesaid.

“This is a complicated op-
eration,” Gabrielli said. Smit
has estimated the extraction
operation could last amonth.
The Concordia ran aground
andcapsizedoff theTuscan is-
landofGiglioonJanuary13af-
ter thecaptainveeredfromhis
approved course and gashed
theship'shullonareef,forcing
the panicked evacuation of
4,200passengersandcrew.

Stricken ship: Efforts on to plug oil spill

A sea platform carrying a crane approaches Costa

Concordia off the Tuscan island of Giglio, Italy. AP


